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1. Introduction 
This appendix presents the following information for the coastline of interest: 
 
·  Port Details (Location, Best Contact, Facilities, Ships Handled, Passengers Carried, 

Fishing Vessels) 
·  Recreational Information including Marina Locations and Number of Berths 
·  Pipelines 
·  Military Practice and Exercise Areas 
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2. Ports 

2.1 Introduction 
This section presents additional information on the ports in Devon and Dorset. (Note: 
Summary information on the key ports was presented in Section 4 of the Shipping and Ports 
Report, Ref. i.) 

2.2 Port Locations and Contacts 
A map of all commercially active ports in Devon and Dorset, as well as selected smaller ports 
and harbours, is presented in Figure 2.1. 
 

 
Figure 2.1 Ports in Devon and Dorset (Ref. ii) 

More details on each port, including contact details where available, are provided in Table 
2.1. 
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Table 2.1 Devon and Dorset Port Information 

Port Ownership Authority Best Contact Contact Details Address 

Appledore Municipal / 
public 

Torridge District 
Council 

Capt Roger Hoad  T: 01237 428 816 
F: 01237 442971 
e: harbour.master@torridge.gov.uk 

Torridge District Council, Riverbank House, 
Bideford, Devon EX39 2QG 

Axmouth Private Axmouth Harbour 
Management 
Company 

Max Pritchard T: 01297 24200 East Dorset District Council, Council Offices, 
Furzehill, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 4HN  

Barnstaple Municipal / 
public 

North Devon 
District Council 

Lt Cdr Rob Lawson  T: 01271 862108 
F: 01271 862108 
e: harbour_master@northdevon.gov.uk 

Ilfracombe Harbour Office, The Pier, Ilfracombe, 
Devon, EX34 9EQ 

Beer Unknown     

Bideford Municipal / 
public 

Torridge District 
Council 

Capt Roger Hoad  T: 01237 428 816 
F: 01237 442971 
e: harbour.master@torridge.gov.uk 

Torridge District Council, Riverbank House, 
Bideford, Devon EX39 2QG 

Bridport Municipal / 
public 

West Dorset 
District Council 

Mr T Preston T: 01308 423222 
e: t.preston@westdorset-dc.gov.uk 

Harbourmaster's Office, The Mound, West Bay, 
Dorset DT6 4HE 

Brixham Municipal / 
public 

Torbay Council Capt Kevin Mowet T: 01803 851854 
F: 01803 852434 
e: marine.services@torbay.gov.uk 

Torbay Council, Town Hall, Castle Circus, Torquay 
TQ1 3DS 

Budleigh 
Salterton 

Unknown     

Cattewater Mixed Cattewater Harbour 
Commissioners 

Capt Tim 
Charlesworth 

T: 01752 665934 
F: 01752 253624 
e: info@plymouthport.org.uk 

CATTEWATER HARBOUR COMMISSION, 2 
The Barbican Plymouth PL1 2LR 

Chapman's 
Pool 

Unknown     

Christchurch Private Christchurch 
Harbour 
Association 

 T: 01202 495000 
F: 01202 482200 
e: s.woolard@christchurch.gov.uk 

Civic Offices, Christchurch, Dorset BH23 1AZ 
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Port Ownership Authority Best Contact Contact Details Address 

Clovelly Private  Steve Perham T: 01237 431761  

Combe Martin Private     

Dartmouth Trust Dart Harbour and 
Navigation 
Authority 

Capt David White  T: 01803 832337 
F: 01803 833631 
e: dhna@dartharbour.org.uk 

Dart Harbour, 6 Oxford Street, Dartmouth, Devon, 
TQ6 9AL 

Exeter Municipal / 
public 

Exeter City Council Capt Jack Nott  T: 01392 274306  
F: 01392 250234 
e: river.canal@exeter.gov.uk 

Exeter City Council, Canal Office, Haven Road, 
Exeter, Devon EX2 8DU 

Exmouth Private Exmouth Marina 
Ltd 

Keith Graham  T: 01395 269314 
F: 01395 267537 

Exmouth Marina Ltd, The Docks, Exmouth, Devon 
EX8 1DU 

Ilfracombe Municipal / 
public 

North Devon 
District Council 

Lt Cdr Rob Lawson  T: 01271 862108 
F: 01271 862108 
e: harbour_master@northdevon.gov.uk 

Ilfracombe Harbour Office, The Pier, Ilfracombe, 
Devon, EX34 9EQ 

Lulworth 
Cove 

Unknown     

Lyme Regis  Municipal / 
public 

West Dorset 
District Council 

Mike Poupard T: 01297 442137 
F: 01297 442137 
e: m.poupard@westdorset-dc.gov.uk  

Harbourmaster's Office, The Cobb, Lyme Regis, 
Dorset 

Lynmouth   Geoff Dwyer T: 01598 752384  

Lympstone Private Lympstone 
Fisheries and 
Harbour Board 

Mr R Bland   

Millbay Docks Unknown (See Plymouth)    

Mudeford Unknown     

Paignton Municipal / 
public 

Torbay Council Capt Kevin Mowat  T: 01803 557812  
e: marine.services@torbay.gov.uk 

Paignton Harbour Office, South Quay, Roundham 
Road, Paignton TQ4 6DT 

Plymouth Private Associated British 
Ports 

Dave Atkin T: 01752 662 191 
F: 01752 825 624 
e: datkin@abports.co.uk 

ABP Plymouth, Port Office, Millbay Docks, 
Plymouth, Devon, PL1 3EF 
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Port Ownership Authority Best Contact Contact Details Address 

 Municipal / 
public 

HMNB Devonport Cdr Ian Hugo T: 01752 553740 Queen’s Harbour Master, HMNB Devonport 

Poole Trust Poole Harbour 
Commissioners 

Peter Booth T: 01202 440233 
F: 01202 440231 
e: harbourmasters@phc.co.uk 

Port Operations, New Harbour Road,  Hamworthy, 
Poole, Dorset BH15 4AJ  

Portland Private Portland Port Ltd Mr Steve Davies T: 01305 824044 
F: 01305 823045 
e: marine@portland-port.co.uk 

Portland Port Limited, Port Office, Portland Port, 
Castletown, Portland, Dorset DT5 1PP 

Salcombe Municipal / 
public 

South Hams 
District Council 

Capt Ian Gibson  T: 01548 843791 
F: 01548 842033 
e: 
salcombe.harbour@southhams.gov.uk 

Salcombe Harbour, Harbour Office, Whitestrand, 
Salcombe, Devon TQ8 8BU 

Sutton Private Sutton Harbour 
Group 

 T: 01752 204186 
e: s.tansey@sutton-harbour.co.uk 

North Quay House, Sutton Harbour, Plymouth, PL4 
0RA 

Swanage Private Swanage Pier Trust Mr Jon Mosen T: 01929 426830 
e: battlemead@aol.com 

Marine Villas, The Pier Approach, Swanage, 
Dorset, BH19 2AW 

Private Associated British 
Ports 

Dave Atkin, ABP 
Port Manager 

T: 01626 774 044 
F: 01626 776 240 
e: datkin@abports.co.uk 

ABP Teignmouth, Old Quay, Teignmouth, Devon, 
TQ14 8ES 

Teignmouth 

Trust Teignmouth 
Harbour 
Commission 

Harbour Master T: 01626 773 165 
F: 01626 779 294 
e: harbourmaster@teignmouth-
harbour.com 

Harbour Office, New Quay, Teignmouth, Devon, 
TQ14 8DA  

Topsham Municipal / 
public 

Exeter City Council Capt Jack Nott  T: 01392 274306  
F: 01392 250234 
e: river.canal@exeter.gov.uk 

Exeter City Council, Canal Office, Haven Road, 
Exeter, Devon EX2 8DU 

Torquay Municipal / 
public 

Torbay Council Capt Kevin Mowet  T: 01803 292429 
F: 01803 299257 
e: Kevin.Mowat@torbay.gov.uk 

Torquay Harbour Office, Beacon Quay, Torquay 
TQ1 2BG 

Totnes Private     
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Port Ownership Authority Best Contact Contact Details Address 

Weymouth Municipal / 
public 

Weymouth and 
Portland Borough 
Council 

Capt David Stabler T: 01305 838423 
e: dstabler@weymouth.gov.uk 

North Quay, Weymouth, Dorset, DT4 8TA 

Yealm Trust River Yealm 
Harbour Authority 

Robin Page  T: 01752 872533 River Yealm Harbour Authority, Harbour Office, 
Yealm Road, Newton Ferrers, Devon PL8 1BL 
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Information on key major ports in the wider model area applied in the EROCIPS study were 
provided in the Shipping and Ports report (Ref. i).  
 
The subsections below provides further information on some of the major ports in Devon and 
Dorset, including trade and industry, ship arrivals, ferry passengers and fishing. 

2.2.1 Plymouth 
The port of Plymouth includes the commercial port area, operated by ABP and centred at 
Millbay Docks, as well as the naval base at Devonport, recently purchased by Babcock 
International. 
 
Plymouth was the busiest port in Devon and Dorset in 2006, handling 2.5 million tonnes of 
freight (Ref. iii). Approximately half the trade was foreign and half domestic.  
 
Total traffic handled by Plymouth in 2006 was 2.45 million tonnes, with the majority being 
liquid bulk oil products (56%) and the remainder made up of dry bulk (38%) and ro-ro (6%). 
 
There were 1,123 ship arrivals at Plymouth in 2006, made up of ro-ro, dry cargo vessels and 
tankers, as presented in Figure 2.2. 
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Figure 2.2 Plymouth Ship Arrivals by Type and Size (2006) 

The West Wharf can berth vessels up to 200m in length and 8.5m draught whilst the Trinity 
Pier can accommodate vessels up to 120m length and 4.5m draught. 
 
Plymouth handled the following ferry passengers and vehicles in 2006: 
 
·  564,000 international passengers (73% to/from Roscoff, 26% to/from Santander both 

operated by Brittany Ferries) 
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·  176,000 accompanied passenger vehicles 
 
Brittany Ferries runs ro-ro passenger and freight services from Plymouth to Roscoff in 
Brittany and Santander in northern Spain. Millbay Docks has a large, modern passenger 
terminal and vehicle-marshalling areas. Millbay Docks is also a popular port of call for cruise 
liners throughout the year.  
 
Plymouth is one of 11 fishing vessel licence ports in England and Wales. There are a total of 
243 fishing vessels registered at Plymouth, 60 of which are above 10m in length. 
 
In terms of fish landings in 2006 at Plymouth, the total live-weight was 12,524 tonnes with a 
value of £10.2 million.  

2.2.2 Poole 
Poole was the second busiest trading port in Devon and Dorset in 2006 after Plymouth, 
handling 1.8 million tonnes of freight (Ref. iii). 94% of this trade was foreign with 6% 
domestic.  
 
The majority of tonnage handled was ro-ro (62%), dry bulk (15%) and other general cargo 
(13%). Liquid bulks comprised 9% of the total (168,000 tonnes), with virtually all of this 
being oil products. 
 
There were 1,756 ship arrivals at Poole in 2006, with the majority being ro-ro and dry cargo 
vessels, as presented in Figure 2.3. 
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Figure 2.3 Poole Ship Arrivals by Type and Size (2006) 

Poole handled the following ferry passengers and vehicles in 2006: 
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·  479,000 international passengers (87% to/from Cherbourg operated by Brittany Ferries , 
13% to/from St Malo operated by Condor Ferries) 

·  115,000 domestic passengers (to/from Channel Islands operated by Condor Ferries) 
·  126,000 accompanied passenger vehicles 
 
Poole is one of 11 fishing vessel licence ports in England and Wales. There are a total of 528 
fishing vessels registered at Poole, 46 of which are above 10m in length. 
 
In terms of fish landings in 2006 at Poole, the total live-weight was 873 tonnes with a value 
of £1.5 million.  
 
Poole is also a major centre for leisure craft (see Section 3). 

2.2.3 Teignmouth 
Teignmouth in South Devon has been an active trading port for more than three hundred 
years. It is equipped to handle most types of cargo ranging from bulks, mini bulks to 
palletised, unitised and general cargo. 
 
Its main export is ball clay, which is mined locally at Kingsteignton. Imports include animal 
feed, fertilizer, timber, building materials, stone and coal. 
 
In 2006, the port handled 683 thousand tonnes of cargo, of which 59% was outwards and 
41% inwards (Ref. iii). There were 367 ship visits, the vast majority of which were small dry 
cargo vessels (below 5,000 tonnes).  
 
Teignmouth can accommodate vessels up to 119 metres in length and up to 5.0 metres draft 
on the highest spring tides. 
 
There are five working berths, which are fully equipped to handle a wide range of cargoes for 
both import and export. 
 
There is over 9,300 square metres of warehousing plus a large area of quayside storage 
supporting this. 
 
The port has a highly experienced team of pilots who navigate all vessels entering and 
leaving Teignmouth as well as managing all manoeuvring activities in the confines of the 
harbour. Pilotage is compulsory for all vessels in excess of 30 metres. 
 
Teignmouth also has a modern tug, which is able to assist vessels with limited 
manoeuvrability. The tug also provides assistance to vessels in nearby ports from time to 
time. 
 
The entrance to Teignmouth is regularly monitored and dredged to maintain a working 
channel at all times. 
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The following websites contain emergency contacts and telephone numbers in the event of a 
major accident, fire or spillage which has environmental consequences: 
 
Teignmouth Harbour Emergency Plan: 
http://www.teignmouth-harbour.com/photos/image%20links/THCWebEmergencyplan.pdf 
 
Oil Pollution Plan for Teignmouth Harbour: 
http://www.teignmouth-harbour.com/photos/image%20links/Oilpolutionplanweb.pdf 

2.2.4 Weymouth 
After Poole, Weymouth is the busiest commercial port in Dorset. Ships with a maximum 
length of 130m and maximum draft of 5.2m can be accommodated on commercial berths 
without tidal restriction. 
 
There were 367 ship arrivals at Weymouth in 2006, with the majority being ro-ro ferries, as 
presented in Figure 2.4 (Ref. iii). 
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Figure 2.4 Weymouth Ship Arrivals by Type and Size (2006) 

Weymouth handled the following ferry passengers in 2006: 
 
·  18,000 international passengers (to/from St Malo) 
·  174,000 domestic passengers (to/from Channel Islands operated by Condor Ferries) 
 
The cargo port has facilities for handling bulk and utilised commodities. Temporary storage 
facilities are available prior to shipment. Weymouth Harbour is accustomed to handling 
imports of bulk animal feeds and fertilisers and in the exports of aggregates and pre-slung 
/palletised case cargo. There are also facilities for containerised goods.  
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Visiting fishing vessels can usually be accommodated at Weymouth but prior notice is 
advised. Weymouth is a licensed port for the discharge of bulk fish. An area is designated as 
a fish landing quay to comply with EEC Fish Landing Directive.  

2.2.5 Brixham 
Brixham Harbour is located on the southern aspect of Tor Bay and has one of the largest 
fishing fleets in the UK and a fish market. 
 
Brixham is one of 11 fishing vessel licence ports in England and Wales. There are a total of 
248 fishing vessels registered at Brixham, 71 of which are above 10m in length. 
 
In terms of fish landings in 2006 at Brixham, the total live-weight was 10,311 tonnes with a 
value of £19.3 million.  
 
Frequent ferries operate to and from Torquay, Paignton and Dartmouth. 

2.2.6 Bideford 
Bideford is a sheltered harbour on the South side of the mouth of the Bristol Channel. 
 
Ships of up to 90 metres length, 13.4m beam and 4.5 metres draught are regular callers at 
Bideford. In 2006, 23 ships visited the port with an average capacity of 2,562 tonnes. The 
main export is ball clay, with approximately 60,000 tonnes exported in 2006. The clay is 
transported from a quarry near Torrington and the majority of cargo ships travel to Finland or 
Spain and also France and Holland.  
 
Bideford also handles ferry passengers from Lundy Island and day cruise passengers from 
other Bristol Channel Ports. 
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3. Recreational Vessel Facilities 
The marinas in Devon and Dorset are all located on the south coast, as shown in Figure 3.1 
(based on Ref. iv). 
 

 
Figure 3.1 Marinas Locations in Devon and Dorset  

Details on marinas and the number of berths are presented in Table 3.1. (This information has 
been updated as far as possible but may not be comprehensive.) 

Table 3.1 Marine Locations and Berths 

Marina Number of Berths 

Arthur Bray's Yard 10 

Brixham Marina 484 

Christchurch Marina Ltd 125 

Cobb's Quay Marina 850 

Dart Marina 110 

Darthaven Marina Ltd 270 

Davis's Boatyard 102 
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Marina Number of Berths 

Dolphin Haven 105 

Exmouth Marina 172 

Hole Farm Moorings 60 

Mayflower International Marina 350 

Millbay Marina Village 85 

Mitchell's Yacht Haven 90 

Noss-on-Dart Marina 180 

Plymouth Yacht Haven 450 

Quay West Marina 50 

Queen Anne's Battery Marina 260 

Ridge Wharf Yacht Centre 165 

Salterns Marina 350 

Southdown Marina 70 

Sutton Harbour Marina 467 

Torpoint Yacht Harbour 70 

Torquay Marina 440 

Weymouth Marina 280 

Weymouth Old Harbour 600 

Total 5468 

 
More detailed information on recreational vessel activity in Devon and Dorset has been 
extracted from the UK Coastal Atlas (Ref. v). The Coastal Atlas presents a set of charts 
which define the sailing facilities, cruising routes, general sailing and racing areas used by  
 
The charts of recreational information for South West England and Southern England, 
covering the coastlines of Devon and Dorset, are presented in Figure 3.2 and Figure 3.3. 
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Figure 3.2 South West England Cruising Routes and Sailing Facilities 
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Figure 3.3 Southern England Cruising Routes and Sailing Facilities 
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4. Pipelines 
The only pipelines identified in the area of interest is associated with BP’s Wytch Farm oil 
field. 
 
Wytch Farm is an oil field and oil and natural gas processing facility in the Purbeck district of 
Dorset, approximately four miles ESE of Wareham. 
 
Oil at Wytch Farm was originally discovered in 1973 and comprises three separate oil 
reservoirs that lie under Poole Harbour and Poole Bay in Dorset. The Bridport reservoir is 
900 metres below the surface and lies above the Sherwood reservoir, which extends 
eastwards under Poole Bay at a depth of 1600 metres. Further exploration discovered the 7.5 
million barrel Frome reservoir in clay/limestone at 750 metres. 
 
Total estimated recoverable reserves have risen to 480 million barrels of which over 90% lie 
in the Sherwood reservoir making it the sixth largest in the UK. 
 
The development has been in three phases and has a total of 80 wells. Facilities include: 
 
·  A gathering station. 
·  A sea water-pumping station. 
·  Infield pipelines for transporting the product from the wellsites to the gathering station. 
·  An export pipeline for the crude oil. 
·  A crude oil storage and loading facility at Hamble on Southampton Water. 
 
The gathering station is sited at Wytch Heath where the crude oil and liquid petroleum gases 
(LPGs) from the reservoirs are separated. LPG is stored in 12 large steel vessels before being 
exported by road tanker to Terminals and Customers throughout the country. 
 
At the gathering station there is a parallel 48 kilometre, 8-inch diameter pipeline that was laid 
by BP on behalf of British Gas.  It exports 1 million cubic feet a day of methane produced by 
the oilfield to Sopley, north of Christchurch, for feeding into the main domestic gas trunkline 
system. 
 
A 16-inch diameter pipeline exports 25,000 barrels of equivalent oil per day, 91 kilometres 
via the Fawley refinery across Southampton Water to the BP-owned Hamble Oil Terminal 
(see Figure 4.1). Here it is stored in five tanks before being exported by tankers of up to 
110,000 tonnes. 
 
Subsea pipelines are normally buried or otherwise protected to minimise the risk of 
interaction with vessel anchors or fishing gear. Management of this risk is the responsibility 
of the pipeline operator.  
 
The BP contact for Wytch Farm Oil Field is molvergh@bp.com. 
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Figure 4.1 Wytch Farm relative to Fawley Refinery and Hamble Oil Terminal 
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5. Military Practice and Exercise Areas 
Firing and bombing practices and defence exercises take place in a number of sea areas 
around the coasts of the UK, including off Devon and Dorset. 
 
These areas are in use or are available for use, by the Ministry of Defence for practice and 
exercises, with or without live ammunition, and using a clear range procedure. 
 
A list of areas identified from navigational charts off the Devon and Dorset coastline is 
presented below: 
 
·  Firing Practice Area D 031 and X 5057 off Anvil Point near Swanage 
·  Lulworth Gunnery Range Firing Practice Area between Lulworth Cove and Saint Alban’s 

Head extending up to 12 miles offshore 
·  Firing Practice Area X5018 off Weymouth (near Chesil Beach) 
·  Firing Practice Area D021 off Bill of Portland 
·  Firing Practice Area D023 south of D021 
·  Firing Practice Area D014 extending offshore from West Fleet to Bill of Portland 
·  Firing Practice Area D017 south of D014 
·  Firing Practice Area D012 extending offshore from Beer Head to West Bay 
·  Firing Practice Area D013 south of D012 
·  Firing Practice Area D004 from approximately 10 miles offshore from Start Point 
·  Firing Practice Area D003 from approximately 2.6 miles offshore from Bolt Head 
·  Firing Practice Areas D009 and D009A extending offshore from Plymouth Sound 
·  Firing Practice Area D001 West of Trevose Head 
·  Mobile Degaussing (DG) Range within Eastern Limit of Portland Port 
 
(Note: Areas more than 12 miles from the coast are not included. Also there may be other 
areas that are not shown on the navigation charts licensed by Anatec.) 
 
In addition, submarines frequently exercise in the English Channel West of Longitude 0  40’ 
W. 
 
The limits of practice areas in UK Home Waters off Devon and Dorset are presented in the 
United Kingdom Hydrographic Office’s (UKHO) Practice and Exercise Areas (PEXA) S.W. 
Sheet (Poole to Isle of Man) and S.E sheet (Scarborough to Poole). 
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